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MEETING MINUTES AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
Regular Meeting September 10, 2024

Location: 23260 Round Valley Drive, Lindsay, CA 93247

1:30 PM

1.

3.

4,

Call to Order
Vice President Imoto called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m.

Attendance:

Directors Present:
Vice President Imoto, Director George, Director Warson, Director Loeffler.

Directors Absent:
President Tienken

Others Present:

General Manager/Secretary/Treasurer Wallace, Craig Hornung representing AC-
Foods/Griffith Farms, District Legal Counsel Dustin Cooper via Zoom, District
Consultants Anona Dutton & Amir Mani representing EKI via Zoom, District
Engineer represented by Nick Keller via Zoom.

Public Comment.
Director Loeffler discussed the Farmer-to-Farmer Program and Partnership.

Additions or Amendments to Agenda.
None.

Review/Discuss/Take Action on Potential Action Items:

a. Approve Minutes of Regular meeting held August 13, 2024.
Upon motion by Director Warson, seconded by Director George and
unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular meeting held on August
13, 2024, were approved.

b. Authorize Payment of Claims for August 2024.
The outstanding claims against the District, already approved by the
finance committee were allowed and payment thereof authorized by the
following Directors:

Ayes: Directors Imoto, George, Warson, Loeffler.
Nays: None.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Director Tienken.

c. Review Income Statement and Balance Sheet.
The income statement and balance sheets for August were tabled for a
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future meeting pending the District hiring a new Controller. Manager
Wallace presented a financial update of revenues and payments for the
month.

Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Pipeline Replacement
Project — 2018.
i. Project Status Update. Manager Wallace updated the Board that
the District was awaiting the approval from USDA to award the
phase 2 project.

Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Tonyville Pipeline
Replacement Project.

i. Project Status Update: Manager Wallace updated the Board that
staff met with DDW regarding the 100% plans and is awaiting final
approval from DDW & DWR. It was also reported that the
generator project was out for bid and would be bid on October 1,
2024.

i. Review and Consider Resolution 2024-06 to Accept Permanent
Easement from Luis and Maria Soto: Upon motion by Director
Warson, seconded by Director Loeffler and unanimously carried,
Resolution 2024-06 to accept the Permanent Easement from Luis
and Maria Soto was approved.

Review and Consider Documents of the District’'s High-Level Zone
Pipeline Replacement Project — 2024.

i. Project Status Update: Mr. Keller updated the Board that the CEQA
was accepted and that the survey may be completed by the end of
the month. It was also reported that 100 feet of pipe was replaced
in-place near the retaining wall on the Noe property.

Review and Consider Appointment of Alternate Director to Friant Power
Authority.

Upon motion by Director George, seconded by Director Warson and
unanimously carried, the Board approved the appointment of Director
Loeffler to represent the District on the Friant Power Authority Board.

5. Water Report.
Manager Wallace presented the District water report and discussed the current
water report from the Bureau and availability of supply from the Kaweah. Staff
also discussed the payment pilot program, and the number of bills being received
for each water movement. Manager Wallace also reported on additional billings
that were prepared for water movement from Wutchumna and discussed the on-
going losses in the District and that they are most likely related to meter
problems from the Seametric Mag meters that the District has been using in the
recent years. Information from the water report for the 2024-25 water year is
shown below:
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Water Type/Source Amount in Acre-Feet
Wutchumna Water Pumped 4,228
Wutchumna Water Used 4,228
Rescheduled Water Used 1,132
Transfer In 2,000
Transfer Out - Recirc. & URF 0
Class I Used 9,967
Total Water Pumped at Trauger 17,327
Well Water Pumped 0
Total Water in System 17,327
Transfer Out 9,217
Total Water Available 10,062

6. Power Projects

a. ESPA: Manager Wallace reported that the Board recommended moving
forward on two solar projects with KTWD & TBID pending home board
approval. ESPA would receive the RECs off the project. LSID continues
to review an additional project in our area.

b. FPA: Manager Wallace reported the LSID has received over $1.4 million
this calendar year and that the generators continue to run based on canal
and river demand.

7. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Friant Water Authority (FWA) Board
Actions and/or Various FWA Committee Actions and Recommendations.

a. 2024-25 Friant Operations. — Manager Wallace reported that the District is
still waiting for billing from the water quality program and the water quality
ledger is being implemented.

b. 2025 FY Budget Review. — Manager Wallace reported that the Budget
was tabled to bring back at the next meeting due to questions on the legal
fees in the budget.

c. Update on CEO Activities. — Manager Wallace updated the Board that
there is another Washington DC trip planned to meet with legislators and
that the CEO continues to work on VAs, and other long term water items
as well as continuing to prepare for the annual off-site meeting in
November.

8. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
Manager Wallace updated the Board on the status of the GKGSA TAC meeting
regarding their upcoming allocation for the 2025 WY. Staff also updated the
Board on the recommendations in the final staff report from the SWRCB on the
Tule Subbasin. EKI continues to work for the District in reviewing data from the
Kaweah.
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9. General Manager Report.

a. Rancho de Kaweah Project update. — Manager Wallace reported that P&P
is still working on the pilot report and fatal flaw analysis to confirm next
steps, and that Mr. Keller has some concerns that need to be addressed.
Staff also reported that the Grant agreement with Reclamation on the
CEQA process would be delayed until the next federal fiscal year.

b. General update on August monthly activity. — Manager Wallace updated
the Board that the District had implemented the domestic shut-off
procedure. It was also reported that two new employees were hired and
interviews for the controller position were being conducted.

Adjourn to Closed Session: The Board adjourned to closed session at 1:38 p.m.

10.Closed Session:

a. Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation, Government Code §
54956.9(d)(1):

i. NRDC v. Murillo, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of California
(Sacramento Division), Case No. 88-cv-01658-JAM-GGH.

ii. City of Fresno, et al. v. United States of America, Court of Federal
Claims, Case No. 16-1276L.

ii. Noe v. Lindsay-Strathmore Irrigation District, Superior Court of the
State of California, County of Tulare, Case No. 298214.

iv. Friant Water Authority et al. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater
Sustainability Agency, Superior Court of the State of California,
County of Tulare, Case No. 298214.

b. Closed Session: Conference with Legal Counsel — Anticipated Litigation,
Government Code § 54956.9(d)(2): One potential case (Possible
exposure to litigation).

c. Closed Session: Conference with Legal Counsel — Anticipated Litigation,
Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4): Two potential cases (Possible
initiation of litigation).

d. Closed Session: Public Employment — Government Code § 54957:
Title: Controller.

Return to Open Session: The Board returned to open session at 3:04 p.m. Vice
President Imoto reported that no action was taken during closed session.
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11. Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board, Vice President Imoto
adjourned the meeting at 3:49 p.m.

Craig N. Wallace, Board Secretary




