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23260 Round Valley Drive • Lindsay, CA 93247 

MEETING MINUTES    AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
Regular Meeting February 14, 2023 
Location: 23260 Round Valley Drive, Lindsay, CA 93247 
1:30 PM  
 

1. Call to Order 
President Tienken called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. 
Attendance: 
Directors Present: 
President Tienken, Vice President Imoto, Director George, Director Warson, 
Director Loeffler. 
Directors Absent: 
None. 
Others Present: 
General Manager/Secretary/Treasurer Wallace, Operations and Maintenance 
Superintendent Cosenza, Controller Thomas, District Counsel Dustin Cooper via 
Zoom, Landowner Ronald Schwartzenberger, Landowner Trent Dodge, 
Representatives from Intera, Representatives from EKI.  
 

2. Public Comment. 
Mr. Schwartzenberger raised a concern about the timing and response from the 
District on installing an irrigation meter on his property he is trying to sell. 
 

3. Additions or Amendments to Agenda. 
None. 
 

4. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Potential Action Items: 
 

a. Approve Minutes of Regular meeting held January 10, 2023. 
Upon motion by Director George, seconded by Director Imoto and 
unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 
10, 2023, were approved as amended. 

b. Authorize Payment of Claims for January 2023. 
The outstanding claims against the District, already approved by the 
finance committee were allowed and payment thereof authorized by the 
following Directors: 

Ayes: Directors Tienken, Imoto, George, Warson, Loeffler 
Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
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Absent: None 
c. Review Income Statement and Balance Sheet. 

The income statement and balance sheets for January were presented by 
Controller Thomas and accepted for filing. 

d. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Pipeline Replacement 
Project – 2018. 
Manager Wallace updated the Board on the status of the Phase 2 Design 
and Close-out for the Phase 1 project.   

e. Review and Consider Resolution No. 2023-02 Continuing Emergency for 
Repair and Replacement of District Facilities. 
Upon motion by Director Loeffler, seconded by Director Imoto and 
unanimously carried, the board approved Resolution No. 2023-01 
Continuing Emergency for Repair and Replacement of District Facilities. 

f. Review and Consider Resolution No. 2023-03 – 2023 Contract Year 
Temporary 215 Water Service Contract with Bureau of Reclamation. 
Upon motion by Director Imoto, seconded by Director George and 
unanimously carried, the board approved Resolution No. 2023-03 
Authorizing Execution of a Contract with the Bureau of Reclamation for 
2023 Contract Year Temporary 215 Water Service. 

g. Review and Consider Continued 2023 AECA Membership. 
Upon motion by Director Warson, seconded by Director Loeffler and 
unanimously carried, the Board approved the 2023 AECA Membership 
Invoice. 

h. Review 2022 Water Supply Outlook and Carryover. 
Manager Wallace updated the board on the water supply situation, 
including the increase in Class 1 and availability of supplies for the 
remainder of the Bureau Water Year. 

i. Review 2023 Water Supply Outlook and Initial Allocation. 
Manager Wallace updated the board on the water supply situation for the 
upcoming 2023-34 water year.  Upon motion by Director Loeffler, 
seconded by Director George and unanimously carried, the Board 
authorized the allocation of full beneficial supplies for the upcoming year 
pending a 100% Class 1 declaration by Reclamation. 

j. Review and Consider Draft 2023 District Budget. 
Manager Wallace reviewed the draft 2023 budget and water rates.  Staff 
will provide a final draft with any changes for approval at the March board 
meeting. 

 
5. Water Report. 

Manager Wallace presented the District water report and discussed the current 
allocation of water from the Bureau and availability of flood supply from the 
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Kaweah.  Information from the water report for the 2022-23 water year is shown 
below: 
 

 
 

6. Power Projects 
a. ESPA: Manager Wallace reported that the dry-year budget rates were 

adopted at the meeting and the Authority will review rates in May and 
adjust as necessary due to the good hydrologic year.  Staff reported that 
work continues on negotiating a potential PPA agreement with a power 
plant operator. 

b. FPA: There was no meeting in January.  Manager Wallace updated the 
board on the construction progress and the status of the loss of generation 
due to the project.  Once construction is completed the Authority will be 
waiting for PG&E & CAISO to complete the review of the project. 

 
7. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Friant Water Authority (FWA) Board 

Actions and/or Various FWA Committee Actions and Recommendations. 
a. 2022-23 Friant Operations. – Manager Wallace gave an update on the 

construction project and reported that the canal was back in operation with 
a maximum flow of around 1,450cfs south of Deer Creek.  The southern 
contractors are working to coordinate and maximize deliveries.   

b. Update on CEO Activities. – Manager Wallace reported on the current 
negotiations that Mr. Phillips continues to be involved with and that he is 
continuing to work on current and future water operations. 

 
8. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 

Manager Wallace reported that the TAC met and discussed the priorities for the 
2023 year, including a 5-year look back to establish credits for the surface water 
purveyors. 

Water Type/Source Amount in Acre-Feet
Wutchumna Water Pumped 11,167
Wutchumna Water Used 11,167
Rescheduled Water Used 1,164
Transfer In 6,420
Transfer Out - Recirc. & URF 2,708
Class I Used 260
Total Water Pumped at Trauger 19,006
Well Water Pumped 29
Total Water in System 19,035
Transfer Out 5,184
Total Water Available 8,746
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9. General Manager Report. 
a. Rancho de Kaweah Project update. – Mr. Keller provided and update on 

the project for the Board and reviewed the locations of the test ponds and 
how water would be delivered.  A meeting with the consultants is set for 
the end of the month and staff will report on the progress at the next 
meeting. 

b. General update on January monthly activity. – Manager Wallace updated 
the Board that the District continues to work with SCE on the transformer 
replacement and informed the board about an unpermitted structure was 
built over an existing District pipeline and parcel that is currently leaking. 

 
Adjourn to Closed Session: The Board adjourned to closed session at 1:39 p.m. 

 
10. Closed Session:  

a. Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation, Government Code § 
54956.9(d)(1): 

i. NRDC v. Murillo, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of California 
(Sacramento Division), Case No. 88-cv-01658-JAM-GGH. 

ii. City of Fresno, et al. v. United States of America, Court of Federal 
Claims, Case No. 16-1276L 

b. Closed Session: Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation, 
Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4): Two potential cases (Initiation of 
litigation).  

 
Return to Open Session: The Board returned to open session at 4:42 p.m.  
President Tienken reported there was no reportable action taken in closed session. 
 
11. Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Board, President Tienken 
adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Craig N. Wallace, Board Secretary 

 


