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23260 Round Valley Drive • Lindsay, CA 93247 

MEETING MINUTES    AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
Regular Meeting February 13, 2024 
Location: 23260 Round Valley Drive, Lindsay, CA 93247 
1:30 PM  
 

1. Call to Order 
President Tienken called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m. 

Attendance: 

Directors Present: 
President Tienken, Vice President Imoto, Director George, Director Warson, 
Director Loeffler. 

Directors Absent: 
None 

Others Present: 
General Manager/Secretary/Treasurer Wallace, Operation and Maintenance 
Superintendent Cosenza, Controller Thomas, District Consulting Engineer Nick 
Keller, District Counsel Aubrey Mauritzon via zoom, Landowner Thomas Cribbs. 
 

2. Public Comment. 
Mr. Cribbs asked several questions regarding various accounts on the financial 
statements and inquired about the Manager Salary and Vehicle. 
 

3. Additions or Amendments to Agenda. 
None. 
 

4. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Potential Action Items: 
 

a. Approve Minutes of Regular meeting held January 09, 2024. 
Upon motion by Director Loeffler, seconded by Director Imoto and 
unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 
09, 2024, were approved. 

b. Authorize Payment of Claims for January 2024. 
The outstanding claims against the District, already approved by the 
finance committee were allowed and payment thereof authorized by the 
following Directors: 

Ayes: Directors Tienken, Imoto, George, Warson, Loeffler. 
Nays: None. 
Abstain: None. 
Absent: None. 
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c. Review Income Statement and Balance Sheet. 
The income statement and balance sheets for January were presented by 
Controller Thomas and were accepted for filing. 

d. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Pipeline Replacement 
Project – 2018. 

i. Review and Consider Acceptance of the Ave. 216 and Rd. 244 
Emergency Work Project.  Upon motion by Director George, 
seconded by Director Loeffler and unanimously carried, the board 
approved the acceptance of the Ave. 216 and Rd. 244 Emergency 
Work Project. 

e. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Tonyville Pipeline 
Replacement Project. 

i. Project Status Update: Manager Wallace and Mr. Keller updated 
the board on the status of the plans and specifications for the 
project. 

ii. Public Hearing for Consideration of the Adoption of a Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for The Tonyville Water Distribution System 
Rehabilitation and Reliability Project.  2:00 p.m.: The hearing was 
open at 2:48 p.m.  Manager Wallace and Mr. Keller informed the 
board that no comments had been received to date and that 
February 14, 2024, would be the official close of the comment 
period.  President Tienken closed the hearing at 2:49 p.m. 

iii. Review and Consider Adoption of a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
for The Tonyville Water Distribution System Rehabilitation and 
Reliability Project Authorize the filing of the Notice of 
Determination: Upon motion by Director Loeffler, seconded by 
Director Warson and unanimously carried, the board authorized the 
filing of the Notice of Determination for The Tonyville Water 
Distribution System Rehabilitation and Reliability Project pending 
no substantial comments being received by February 14, 2024. 

f. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s High-Level Zone 
Pipeline Replacement Project – 2024. 

i. Review and Consider Cost Proposals received for the Biological 
Assessment Study in support of a Mitigated Negative Declaration: 
The Board reviewed two proposals and upon motion by Director 
Warson, seconded by Director Loeffler and unanimously carried, 
the Board accepted the proposal from Live Oak Associated to 
complete the biological assessment. 

ii. Review and Consider Cost Proposals received for the Cultural 
Resources Assessment Study in support of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration: The Board reviewed two proposals and upon motion 
by Director Imoto, seconded by Director George and unanimously 
carried, the Board accepted the proposal from SOAR 
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Environmental Consulting to complete the cultural resources 
assessment. 

g. Review and Consider Draft Water Rate Study. 
Mr. Nick Keller and Manager Wallace reviewed three options on the 
updated draft water rate study budget.  After discussion the board directed 
staff and Mr. Keller to bring back additional information and options to 
consider for approval. 

h. Review and Consider Initial Water Rates for the 2024-25 Water Year. 
Manager Wallace reviewed the water rates for the irrigation and domestic 
customers as well as the proposed water rate credit based on the 
approval of the 2020 assessment increase.  Upon motion by Director 
Loeffler, seconded by Director George and unanimously carried, the board 
approved the water rates and irrigation credit for the 2023-24 Water Year 
as follows: 

i.  Domestic Rate. 
1. Main Zone = $234/AF 
2. North Zone (High Level) = $252/AF 
3. El Mirador (Booster) = $279/AF 
4. M&I (SPUD) = $467/AF 
5. Irrigation Rate on Domestic (over 1 AF) = $112.50/AF 

ii. Irrigation Rates 
1. Main Zone = $112.50/AF 
2. North Zone (High Level) = $115.50/AF 
3. El Mirador (Booster) = $139.50/AF 
4. Water Rate Credit for Irrigation = $7.91/AF 

i. Review and Consider Updated District Rule NO. 15(b): PAYMENTS OF 
DOMESTIC BILLS. 
Manager Wallace presented a redline version of the updated rule for 
Board review with some additional suggested language changes.  After 
discussion on the updated policy, and upon motion by Director Loeffler, 
seconded by Director George and unanimously carried, the board 
approved the Updated District Rule NO. 15(b) with the additional language 
changes as presented and directed staff to implement the rule beginning 
March 01, 2024 after sending a notification and updated policy to the 
landowners. 

j. Review and Consider Resolution No. 2024-02 – 2024 Contract Year 
Temporary 215 Water Service Contract with Bureau of Reclamation. 
Upon motion by Director Loeffler, seconded by Director Warson and 
unanimously carried, the board approved Resolution No. 2024-02 
Authorizing Execution of a Contract with the Bureau of Reclamation for 
2024 Contract Year Temporary 215 Water Service. 
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k. Review and Consider Resolution No. 2024-03 – Authorizing Execution of 
The Approval for Conveyance of Non-Project Water Pursuant to The 
District’s Contract No. I75r-1514D. 
Upon motion by Director Warson, seconded by Director Imoto and 
unanimously carried, the board approved Resolution No. 2024-03 
Authorizing Execution of the Approval for Conveyance of Non-Project 
Water Pursuant to the District’s Contract No. I75r-1514D and authorized 
the Board President and Manager to execute all documents related to 
such agreement. 

l. 2024 Water Supply Outlook and Initial Allocation. 
Manager Wallace presented the initial Reclamation water supply study 
and several options for consideration by the Board.  Upon motion by 
Director George, seconded by Director Imoto and unanimously carried, 
the board approved and initial allocation ranging from 1.5 acre-feet/acre or 
higher depending on the initial allocation released by the Bureau of 
Reclamation and authorized staff to notify customers of the initial 
allocation.  
 

5. Water Report. 
Manager Wallace presented the District water report and discussed the current 
allocation of water from the Bureau and availability of supply from the Kaweah.  
Information from the water report for the 2023-24 water year is shown below: 
 

 
 

6. Power Projects 

a. ESPA: Manager Wallace reported that a PPA had been signed with 
Clearway and that more details would be provided at the next meeting.  

b. FPA: Manager Wallace reported that all generators were ready to run and 
will be operating based on the demand of the two canals and river. 
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7. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Friant Water Authority (FWA) Board 
Actions and/or Various FWA Committee Actions and Recommendations. 

a. 2023-24 Friant Operations. – Manager Wallace gave an update on the 
construction project and reported on the current schedule.  Staff also 
reported that the canal had resumed operation for all contractors. 

b. Update on CEO Activities. – Manager Wallace updated the Board on the 
Voluntary Agreement discussion, drought pool discussion, and SLDMWA 
JPA discussion that the CEO continues to participate in.  It was also 
reported that FWA just completed a trip to Washington DC. 

 
8. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 

Manager Wallace reported on the latest technical committee meeting, including 
the work on updating the water level thresholds.  Staff also reported on the 
updated rules that were just adopted by the Greater Kaweah and that more work 
is needed to become coordinated with the rest of the basin. 

 
9. General Manager Report. 

a. Rancho de Kaweah Project update. – Manager Wallace reported on the 
status of the project and reported on discussion with Reclamation. 

b. General update on January monthly activity. – Manager Wallace updated 
the Board that the District cleaned the High-Level Reservoir, will be 
conducting pump operator interviews soon and reminded the board about 
reviewing and signing the form 700’s that were prepared by staff. 

 
Adjourn to Closed Session: The Board adjourned to closed session at 1:36 p.m. 

 
10. Closed Session:  

a. Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation, Government Code § 
54956.9(d)(1): 

i. NRDC v. Murillo, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of California 
(Sacramento Division), Case No. 88-cv-01658-JAM-GGH. 

ii. City of Fresno, et al. v. United States of America, Court of Federal 
Claims, Case No. 16-1276L 

iii. Noe v. Lindsay-Strathmore Irrigation District, Superior Court of the 
State of California, County of Tulare, Case No. 298214 

b. Closed Session: Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation, 
Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4): Two potential cases (Initiation of 
litigation).  
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c. Conference with Real Property Negotiator - Government Code § 54956.8: 
District’s Designated Representative: General Manager 
Under Negotiation: Terms of Agreement 

i. Property: Kaweah River Supplies 
1. Negotiation With: Tulare Irrigation District 

 
Return to Open Session: The Board returned to open session at 2:12 p.m.  
President Tienken reported that no action was taken during closed session. 

  
11. Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Board, President Tienken 
adjourned the meeting at 4:28 p.m. 
 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Craig N. Wallace, Board Secretary 

 


