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23260 Round Valley Drive • Lindsay, CA 93247 

MEETING MINUTES    AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
Regular Meeting January 13, 2026. 
Location: 23260 Round Valley Drive, Lindsay, CA 93247 
1:30 PM  
 

1. Call to Order 
President Imoto called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m. 

Attendance: 

Directors Present: 
President Imoto, Vice President George, Director Williams, Director Warson, 
Director Loeffler. 

Directors Absent: 
None. 

Others Present: 
General Manager/Secretary/Treasurer Wallace, District Operations and 
Maintenance Superintendent Cosenza, District Controller Guthrie, District 
Consultant N. Keller, District Legal Counsel Cooper (via Zoom), District 
Consultant Klinchuch, Landowner’s Eric Waddell and Stephen Purtle. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
President Imoto led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Public Comment. 
Director Loeffler announced that he would be part of a panel discussion at the 
Reno Water Users Conference and also doing a presentation at the Farm Show 
in February. 
 

4. Additions or Amendments to Agenda. 
None. 
 

5. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Potential Action Items: 
 

a. Approve Minutes of Regular meeting held December 09, 2025. 
Upon motion by Director Loeffler, seconded by Director Warson, and 
unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular meeting held on 
December 09, 2025, were approved as amended. 

b. Authorize Payment of Claims for December 2025. 
The outstanding claims against the District, already approved by the 
finance committee, were allowed and payment thereof authorized by the 
following Directors: 
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Ayes: Directors Imoto, George, Williams, Warson, Loeffler. 
Nays: None. 
Abstain: None. 
Absent: None. 

c. Review Income Statement and Balance Sheet. 
Controller Guthrie reviewed the income statement and balance sheets for 
December.  After a question regarding the Sanitary Survey, the Board 
accepted the statements as presented. 

d. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Pipeline Replacement 
Project – 2018. 

i. Project Status Update.  Manager Wallace updated the Board that 
the project is complete, and the District is still waiting for 
reimbursement from USDA. 

e. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Tonyville Pipeline 
Replacement Project. 

i. Project Status Update: Consultant Keller and Manager Wallace 
updated the Board on the status of the pipeline replacement project 
and the remaining work to be completed. 

f. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s High-Level Zone 
Pipeline Replacement Project – 2024. 

i. Project Status Update: Mr. Keller updated the Board that the 
project is still in the design phase. 

g. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Upper Lewis Creek 
Recharge Project. 

i. Project Status Update: Mr. Keller updated the Board that the 
project is still in the design phase and would expect a bid next 
spring. 

h. Review and Consider Documents of the District’s Rancho de Kaweah 
Project. 
Mr. Klinchuch reviewed some updated documents regarding the 
capacities of the Rancho and reviewed the status of the Grant with BOR.  
Manager Wallace informed the Board that EKI is reviewing the project 
information and will report back in the future.  Also, a grant application was 
submitted to USDA for EQIP Potential funding that the District could be 
eligible for. 

i. Review and Consider Resolution No. 2025-06 Authorizing Application to 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) Water Management Entity (WME) 
funding of the United States Department of Agriculture.  
Manager Wallace informed the Board that the resolution is not prepared at 
this time and the District is waiting for specific language in the Resolution 
and President Imoto tabled this item for a future meeting. 
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j. Review and Consider District Security System Replacement.  
Manager Wallace presented a proposal from ITC to replace the District’s 
alarm system at the main office which included adding cameras to the 
system.  After discussion and upon motion by Director Loeffler, seconded 
by Director Williams, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the 
proposal from ITC. 

k. Review and Consider Alleged Violations of District Rules and Regulations.  
Manager Wallace reviewed a request from Mrs. Villarreal that 8 months be 
given with interest to repay the fines.  After discussion, the Board directed 
Manager Wallace to allow Mrs. Villarreal for 8 months to pay the fines 
imposed previously.  Manager Wallace reviewed the alleged violation of 
Mr. Purtle.  Mr. Purtle attended the meeting and apologized and said he 
had instructed someone to cut the lock off the meter because he was 
unable due to work to come into the office to pay the bill on that date and 
had a substantial need for water in the house for his wife and daughter.  
He promised the Board it would never happen again.  Mr. Waddell also 
testified on behalf of Mr. Purtle.  After discussion, the Board took the 
following action: 

i. Meter X104-1 in the Non-Treated Water Area Violation by Mr. 
Purtle: Upon motion by Director Warson, seconded by Director 
George, and unanimously carried, the Board approved recovering 
the District’s actual administration cost, including legal, staff time 
and the cost of a replacement lock and informed Mr. Purtle that 
any future violation would be subject to maximum allowable 
penalties and fines.  Manager Wallace was directed to provide the 
Board’s final determination in writing and begin recovering 
expenses as set forth in the motions of this matter. 

l. Review and Consider Salary and Benefits for General Manager.  
Vice President George informed the Board that the Ad-hoc Committee 
would have a recommendation at the February meeting, and President 
Imoto tabled this item for a future meeting. 

6. Water Report. 
Manager Wallace presented the District water report and discussed the current 
water report from the Bureau and availability of supply from the Kaweah.  It was 
also reported that the BOR had approved a 10% Class 2 allocation that could be 
scheduled through the end of the contract year and had made an additional 5% 
Class 2 uncontrolled season block available that needed to be delivered by the 
end of January to help control the reservoir level at Millerton to stay below the top 
of conservation allowed by the Corp of Engineers.  The District has scheduled to 
move some water on behalf of CWC to LTRID in February.  Information from the 
water report for the 2025-26 water year is shown below: 
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7. Power Projects 

a. ESPA: Manager Wallace reported there was no update at this time.  

b. FPA: Manager Wallace updated the board that all generators are running 
on both canals and the river.  Mr. Quinley had informed staff that FPA staff 
continue to troubleshoot a few issues on the QL generator after the 
reinstall, but it is operating and revenue should be good for the month of 
January. 

 
8. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Friant Water Authority (FWA) Board 

Actions and/or Various FWA Committee Actions and Recommendations. 

a. 2025-26 Friant Operations. – Manager Wallace updated the Board on the 
Golden Mussel issues at the lower reaches of the canal and that more 
meetings are scheduled in Reno and the future to continue working 
through the plan to eliminate or mitigate the problem if possible. Canal 
deliveries are ramping up due to the available Class 2. 

b. Update on CEO Activities. – Manager Wallace reported that Mr. Phillips 
was working his last week for FWA and the EC Committee has been 
conducting interviews for the CEO replacement. 

 
9. Review/Discuss/Take Action on Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 

Manager Wallace reported that the consultants are trying to schedule a meeting 
in February to update LSID on parking lot issues.  Staff also reported that 
GKGSA is proposing to potentially pay entities with water credits a set fee to 
transfer them to GKGSA and the GKGSA Board approved leasing 24 shares of 
Consolidated Ditch Stock from KDWCD for a year with options for renewal at a 
cost of $400/share to utilize the water for recharge.   
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10. General Manager Report. 

a. General update on December monthly activity. – Manager Wallace 
reported on the status of the Rules and Regulations update, and the Ad-
hoc committee set a meeting for February 2nd to do a final review on the 
document.  Manager Wallace also reported that he was elected to 
continue to serve as president of Wutchumna Water Company, was 
appointed to the Tulare County Flood Commission,  In addition, it was 
reported that P&P continues to work on the Division Boundary Update, 
and that the District had continued support to the California Farm Water 
Coalition and that the District is switching its VOIP provider for its office 
phone system from Verizon to Frontier for a more efficient system. 
 

Adjourn to Closed Session: The Board adjourned to closed session at 2:08 p.m. 
 
11. Closed Session: 

a. Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation, Government Code § 
54956.9(d)(1): 

i. NRDC v. Murillo, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of California 
(Sacramento Division), Case No. 88-cv-01658-JAM-GGH. 

ii. City of Fresno, et al. v. United States of America, Court of Federal 
Claims, Case No. 16-1276L. 

iii. Friant Water Authority et al. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency, Superior Court of the State of California, 
County of Tulare, Case No. 298214. 

iv. Porterville Irrigation District et al. v. Friant Water Authority et al., 
Tulare County Superior Court, Case No. VCU314672. 

v. Terra Bella Irrigation District et al. v. Friant Water Authority et al. 
Tulare County Superior Court, Case No. 317284. 

vi. Terra Bella Irrigation District et al. v. Haaland et al., United States 
District court for the Eastern District of California, Case N. 1:25-CV-
00112-EPG. 

b. Closed Session: Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation, 
Government Code § 54956.9(d)(2): One potential case (Possible 
exposure to litigation).  

c. Closed Session: Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation, 
Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4): One potential case (Possible initiation 
of litigation).  

d. Liability Claim - Government Code § 54956.95:    
 Claimant: Joseph Avila III, Trustee for the Doroes B. Avila Trust 

e. Public Employee Performance Evaluation – Government Code § 54957:  
Title: General Manager.  
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f. Conference with Real Property Negotiator - Government Code § 54956.8: 
District’s Designated Negotiator: General Manager 
Under Negotiation: Terms of Agreement. 

i. Property: Kaweah River Supplies. 
1. Negotiation With: Tulare Irrigation District. 

 
Return to Open Session: The Board returned to open session at 3:09 p.m.  
President Imoto reported there was no reportable action during closed session. 

 
12. Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Board, President Imoto 
adjourned the meeting at 4:26 p.m. 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Craig N. Wallace, Board Secretary 


